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Letter from the President, H. Scott Walter
hope this letter finds
you well. The year

2024 was outstanding
for the Foundation
once again, with 
many exciting awards, 
gatherings, and 
developments.

In August, we announced the topic of the 
2025 Dreyfus Prize in the Chemical Sciences: 
Electrochemical Processes. Applications were 
due in December 2024, and deliberations are 
currently underway. The Foundation is proud 
to recognize this important area of the chemical
sciences with its highest honor.

Our flagship Teacher-Scholar program, now 
in its 54th year, conferred 27 awards in 2024 
to outstanding young faculty in the chemical 
sciences, providing support for their work in 
research and education. 

We also made eight awards in our Jean Dreyfus
Lectureship for Undergraduate Institutions 
program, which included an increase to $25,000
this year. Additional funds add extra value for 
university departments and sponsored research
staffs, as the grants now include funding for the
principal writer of the proposal and to offset 
supply costs.

The year 2024 was full of exceptional events. 
The Dreyfus Lecture Series at the University of
Basel, alma mater of the Foundation’s namesakes, 
continued with a terrific visit from esteemed 
researcher Eric N. Jacobsen.

At the spring American Chemical Society (ACS)
National Meeting in March, we held the Dreyfus
Prize Symposium, with 2023 Prize-winner 
Xiaowei Zhuang of Harvard University giving 
an exceptional closing talk. In addition, we also
celebrated the winners of two Foundation-

sponsored ACS Awards: Scott T. Wills, Dow, for
Encouraging Underrepresented and Economically
Disadvantaged Students; and Elsa Reichmanis,
Lehigh University, for Encouraging Women into
Careers in the Chemical Sciences.

In October, we convened with four cohorts of our
Teacher-Scholar awardees in NYC for our biennial
Teacher-Scholar Symposium, a day of stimulating
talks, poster sessions, and peer networking. 
Notably, the day started off with inspiring talks
from two of the 2023 Nobel Laureates in 
chemistry: Louis Brus, Columbia University, 
and Moungi Bawendi, Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology.

The seventh and eighth films in our Chemistry
Shorts® series were released this year, our most
successful launches to date. “Cracking Chirality”
explores new research from Dimitar Sasselov and
S. Furkan Ozturk of Harvard University on how
magnetic rocks at the bottom of a prebiotic lake
may have set the stage for life as we know it.
“Mighty Microbes” focuses on work from Ariel
Furst of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology
on self-assembling polymer coatings that protect
microbes. This year, views on our YouTube channel
have increased over ten-fold and we’re excited 
to continue reaching new audiences.

Looking ahead to 2025, we are excited to 
continue our flagship award and lecture programs,
launch our new Chemistry Shorts film on the 
science of better batteries, and announce the 
2025 Dreyfus Prize winner.

Thank you and best wishes to all for a healthy 
and productive 2025! 
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2024 Teacher-Scholar Symposium
eventy-five distinguished guests, including 
four cohorts of Teacher-Scholars, gathered in 

New York City for the 2024 Teacher-Scholar 
Symposium. Participants spent the day attending 
lectures by accomplished speakers, sharing their 
work in poster sessions, and networking with 
colleagues from across the country. 

The esteemed speakers were: 2023 Nobel Laureates
Louis E. Brus, Columbia University, and Moungi
Bawendi, MIT; Marilyne Stains, University 
of Virginia; Alex Dainis, Chemistry Shorts®; 
Mark Wrighton, George Washington University 
& Washington University in St. Louis; and 
Cato T. Laurencin, University of Connecticut. 
A new panel on “Successful Navigation from Early-
Career to Mid-Career” featured: Eray Aydil, 
New York University; Luis Campos, Columbia 
University; Sharon Hammes-Schiffer, Princeton
University; and Marc Zimmer, Connecticut College.

Some of the speakers at the 2024 Teacher-Scholar Symposium: 
(from left to right) Wrighton, Bawendi, Brus, Laurencin, 

Hammes-Schiffer, Campos, Dainis, and Stains. 
Photo credit: Robert Wallace
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2024 Dreyfus/ACS Symposium on Imaging in the Chemical Sciences
he Foundation organized a one-day 
ACS Presidential Symposium held at the

2024 spring National Meeting in New Orleans.
The Symposium centered around the topic 
of the 2023 Dreyfus Prize, Imaging in the 
Chemical Sciences. The Symposium featured
2023 prizewinner Xiaowei Zhuang, 
Harvard University, as well as other leaders 
in the field including: Christopher Chang,
University of California, Berkeley; Naomi 
Ginsberg, University of California, Berkeley;
Dorit Hanein, University of California, 
Santa Barbara; Wilson Ho, University of 
California, Irvine; and Paul Weiss, University 
of California, Los Angeles. 
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Some of the Symposium Speakers at the event: (front from left to right) 
Ho,  Weiss, Hanein, Zhuang, Ginsberg; 

(back) Foundation Board Members Milan Mrksich, 
H. Scott Walter, Matthew Tirrell



as well as a role model, strong advocator and mentor to
countless of women in chemical science,” respectively.

Each award consists of a $5,000 stipend to the awardee,
$1,500 in travel funds, and a separate grant of $10,000
to an eligible non-profit institution, designated by the 
recipient, to strengthen the objectives of their award.

Wills directed his
award to support
the National 
Technical Institute
for the Deaf and 
Reichmanis’s
award supports
the promotion of
the professional
development of
women pursuing
careers in the
chemical sciences
at Lehigh 
University.

ince 1995, the Foundation has sponsored two annual 
National Awards that are administered by the 

American Chemical Society: the awards for 
Encouraging Underrepresented and Economically 
Disadvantaged Students into Careers in the Chemical
Sciences and for Encouraging Women into Careers in the
Chemical Sciences. 

In 2024, these 
awards were made 
to Scott T. Wills,
Dow, “for his 
passionate efforts as 
a champion for deaf 
and hard-of-hearing 
(deaf/hh) STEM 
students in the 
chemical industry and
Elsa Reichmanis,
Lehigh University, 
for her role as 
“as an established 
technology leader 

Dreyfus-Sponsored ACS Awards

Wills receives his award at the National 
Awards Banquet. 
Photo credit: EPNAC.com
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Reichmanis receives her award at the 
National Awards Banquet. 
Photo credit: EPNAC.com 

Dreyfus Lectureship at the University of Basel
he 2024 Camille and Henry Dreyfus Lectureship 
at the University of Basel featured a visit from 

Eric N. Jacobsen, Harvard University. He delivered
two very well-attended talks titled “Catalysis: A Frontier
at the Center of Chemistry” and “Privileged Chiral 
Catalysts: Selectivity and Generality in Enantioselective
Catalysis.”  This annual Lectureship, sponsored by the
Foundation, honors the legacy of Camille and Henry
Dreyfus, the groundbreaking scientist-entrepreneur
brothers who both earned their doctorates in organic
chemistry at the University of Basel in the early 
20th century.

Torsten Schwede, Professor, University of Basel, left, and Jacobsen,
right, at the 2024 lecture. Photo credit: University of Basel
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https://www.dreyfus.org/acs-award-for-encouraging-disadvantaged-students/
https://www.dreyfus.org/acs-award-for-encouraging-disadvantaged-students/
https://www.dreyfus.org/acs-awards-for-women/
https://www.dreyfus.org/acs-awards-for-women/


News of the Board, Advisors, and Staff
It is with great sympathy that we 
share the news that esteemed Director 
Emeritus, John Brauman, passed away 
on August 23rd. Dr. Brauman was elected
to the Board of Directors in 2006. He 

became Director Emeritus in 2017. Among his many
honors, he received the National Medal of Science. 

As his obituary notes, his “research on chemical structure
and reactivity changed the way people think about 
chemistry, clarifying how solvents affect chemical 
stability and reactivity.” 

He will be missed and remembered.

Chemistry Shorts®: New and Upcoming Films
he Chemistry Shorts® series is a collection of short 
films conceived and sponsored by the Foundation.

Focused on inspiring young people at the high school 
and early undergraduate level, each film spotlights the
positive impact that chemists and chemical engineers
have on modern life as they work to solve important
problems and create new opportunities that benefit 
humanity. 

Furst in “Mighty Microbes: The Power of Protective Polymers”

T

In October, we released “Mighty Microbes: The Power of
Protective Polymers.” The film explores new, self-
assembling polymer coatings that help create chemical
“suits of armor” for microbes, giving problem-solving
scientists the ability to transport them to wherever 
they need to go. Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
scientist Ariel Furst describes her lab’s work 
creating this armor, often out of food-grade materials, 
to minimize impact on both the planet and the 
microbes themselves. 

All films are accompanied by a lesson plan for use in 
high school and early college classrooms. Both the 
films and lesson plans are available to students, 
educators, and others completely free of charge via 
chemistryshorts.org. The series is funded in part by 
the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation.

In March, we launched “Cracking Chirality: The Mystery
of Mirror Molecules.” The film explores how the 
essential molecules of life, like DNA, RNA, and 
proteins, acquired their homochiral structures. Two 
Harvard University scientists, Dimitar Sasselov and 
S. Furkan Ozturk, present their exciting new findings:
magnetized molecules found at the bottom of lakes on
the primordial Earth may be the key to how important
biological molecules crystallized and grew, tipping the
scales from a 50-50 mixture of molecules to homochiral
solutions made up of just one or the other.

Ozturk in “Cracking Chirality: The Mystery of Mirror Molecules”

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/sfgate/name/john-brauman-obituary?id=56111598
https://chemistryshorts.org/
https://chemistryshorts.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wv9IAX75SKE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wv9IAX75SKE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MIcyvHryAYg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MIcyvHryAYg


2024 Awards

Camille Dreyfus Teacher-Scholar Awards

Chibueze Amanchukwu, The University of Chicago
Raphaële Clément, University of California, Santa Barbara
Scott Cushing, California Institute of Technology
Joseph Gerdt, Indiana University Bloomington
Todd Gingrich, Northwestern University
Kelsey Hatzell, Princeton University
Guosong Hong, Stanford University
Xiongyi Huang, Johns Hopkins University
Quentin Michaudel, Texas A&M University
Lisa Olshansky, University of Illinois at 

Urbana-Champaign
Giulia Palermo, University of California, Riverside
C. Wyatt Shields IV, University of Colorado Boulder
Junpeng Wang, The University of Akron
Alison Wendlandt, Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Sidney Wilkerson-Hill, University of North Carolina 

at Chapel Hill
Dianne Xiao, University of Washington
Rong Yang, Cornell University
Michael W. Zuerch, University of California, Berkeley

Henry Dreyfus Teacher-Scholar Awards

Robert Berger, Western Washington University
Maren Buck, Smith College
Daniela Fera, Swarthmore College
Michael Groves, California State University, Fullerton
Miles Johnson, University of Richmond
Nathan Kidwell, William & Mary
Seann Mulcahy, Providence College
Kana Takematsu, Bowdoin College
Christina Vizcarra, Barnard College

Jean Dreyfus Lectureship for 
Undergraduate Institutions

California State University, Los Angeles
Georgia Southern University
James Madison University
Kenyon College
Occidental College
Providence College
Towson University
Western Washington University

Dreyfus Sponsored Awards

ACS Award for Encouraging 
Underrepresented and Economically 
Disadvantaged Students into Careers 
in the Chemical Sciences

Scott T. Wills, Dow

ACS Award for Encouraging Women into
Careers in the Chemical Sciences

Elsa Reichmanis, Lehigh University

  

https://www.dreyfus.org/2024-camille-dreyfus-teacher-scholar-awards/
https://www.dreyfus.org/2024-henry-dreyfus-teacher-scholar-awards
https://www.dreyfus.org/2024-jean-dreyfus-lectureship-for-undergraduate-institutions-recipients/
https://www.dreyfus.org/the-dreyfus-foundation-and-american-chemical-society-announce-two-new-awardees-2/


Award Programs and 2025 Deadlines

The Dreyfus Prize in the Chemical 
Sciences, awarded biennially, consists of a monetary
award of $250,000, a medal, and a certificate. The 
prize, which is open to international nominations, is
awarded to an individual in a selected area of chemistry 
to recognize exceptional and original research that 
has advanced the field in a major way. The program 
deadline was in December 2024, and the winner will 
be announced in Spring 2025.

The Camille Dreyfus Teacher-Scholar 
Awards Program supports the research and 
teaching careers of talented young faculty in the 
chemical sciences at Ph.D.-granting institutions. 
Based on institutional nominations, the program 
provides discretionary funding to faculty prior to 
their sixth year of appointment. Criteria for selection 
include an independent body of scholarship attained 
as independent researchers and a demonstrated 
commitment to education. The award provides 
an unrestricted research grant of $100,000. 
Nomination Deadline: January 30, 2025

The Henry Dreyfus Teacher-Scholar 
Awards Program supports the research and 
teaching careers of talented young faculty in the 
chemical sciences at primarily undergraduate institutions.
Based on institutional nominations, the program 
provides discretionary funding to faculty who are 
within the fourth and twelfth years of their independent
academic careers. The award is based on accomplishment
in scholarly research with undergraduates, as well as a
compelling commitment to teaching. The award 
provides an unrestricted research grant of $75,000. 
Nomination Deadline: August 7, 2025

The Jean Dreyfus Lectureship for 
Undergraduate Institutions provides an
$25,000 grant to bring a leading researcher to a 
primarily undergraduate institution to give a series 
of lectures in the chemical sciences, at least one of
which is promoted and accessible to the general 
public. The lecturer is expected to substantially 
interact with undergraduate students and faculty 
over the period of the visit. The program provides
funds to host the speaker and to support summer 
research opportunities for two undergraduate 
students. 
Application Deadline: August 7, 2025

The ACS Awards for Encouraging 
Underrepresented and Economically 
Disadvantaged Students into Careers in
the Chemical Sciences and Encouraging
Women into Careers in the Chemical 
Sciences, sponsored by the Camille and Henry
Dreyfus Foundation, recognize significant 
accomplishments by individuals in stimulating these
students to choose careers in the chemical sciences
and engineering. Each award consists of $5,000 for the
winner, $1,500 in travel funds, and a grant of $10,000
to an eligible non-profit institution, designated by the
recipient, to strengthen its activities in meeting the
objectives of the award. See the American Chemical
Society’s website for additional information:
www.acs.org

The ACS Scholars Program, supported by the
Camille and Henry Dreyfus Foundation, provides for
multi-year scholarships, along with mentoring, to 
support talented undergraduate students that come
from ethnic and racial groups that have been 
historically underrepresented in the chemical sciences.
Awardees are eligible to receive up to $5,000 in 
scholarship funding per year. See the American 
Chemical Society’s website for additional information:
www.acs.org

  

https://www.dreyfus.org/dreyfus-prize
https://www.dreyfus.org/dreyfus-prize
https://www.dreyfus.org/camille-dreyfus-teacher-scholar/
https://www.dreyfus.org/camille-dreyfus-teacher-scholar/
https://www.dreyfus.org/henry-dreyfus-teacher-scholar/
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https://www.dreyfus.org/acs-awards-for-women/
https://www.dreyfus.org/acs-awards-for-women/
https://www.dreyfus.org/acs-awards-for-women/
https://www.acs.org/
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https://www.dreyfus.org/acs-scholars-program/
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The purpose of the Camille and Henry Dreyfus Foundation, Inc., is to advance the science of chemistry, chemical
engineering, and related sciences as a means of improving human relations and circumstances throughout the
world. Established in 1946 by chemist, inventor, and businessman Camille Dreyfus as a memorial to his brother
Henry, the Foundation became a memorial to both men when Camille Dreyfus died in 1956. Throughout its history
the Foundation has sought to take the lead in identifying and addressing needs and opportunities in the chemical 
sciences through a series of programs and awards.

About the Camille and Henry Dreyfus Foundation

@dreyfusfndn
@dreyfusfndn
@camille-henry-dreyfus-foundation
@CandHDreyfusFdn

https://www.dreyfus.org/
https://x.com/dreyfusfndn
https://www.facebook.com/dreyfusfndn
https://www.linkedin.com/company/camille-henry-dreyfus-foundation/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.youtube.com/user/CandHDreyfusFdn

